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I hope that you will be one of a new generation of artists.
With thanks to all those people who have supported me.

Copyrights

I won’t put all the usual ‘don’ts’ here, but I hope that you respect my work.
At least let me know when you use any part from this book.

For my address, please visit my website http://www.johnbaselmans.com
There you can also find other free courses and explanations of my drawings.

Thank you.
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Course 2 
Part 2

‘Materials’

A GOLDEN RULE:
DO NOT GIVE UP

Keep drawing from your heart and from your soul.
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 Almost every family has color pencils at home. 
These are among the first things that children get. 

There are many differences:

 -  Conté pencils and color pencils are usually smooth and soft.
 -  Watercolor pencils are very smooth, and after drawing you can use water to  
    make your drawing look like a watercolor. It is a fine pencil that creates 
    great effects.
    You can also use watercolor paper. First wet the paper and then draw on it.
    Another technique is to make a sketch with your color pencil and then rub  
    over the lines with a soft brush. This creates the impression of a    
    watercolor drawing.
 -  Conté crayons have a fine structure and they are limited to sepia (brown)  
    white, with degrees of black and sanguine (terracotta).
    The surface is very important when you work with Conté crayons. 
    The surface needs to be rough and not hard. Working on structure paper, 
    you can get special effects with this typical structure. 

 Pencils are good to add details to your drawing. You will usually work with 
sticks and make the final changes with a pencil.

Color pencils
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There are three different pastels:
 -  Soft pastel stick
 -  Oil pastel
 -  Pencil

 In a pastel, there are no varnishes or additives. A pastel has a clean pigment and 
there are more than 600 different colors. The basic collections have about 
45 different colors, and they are all good to 
work with. They break very easily and 
you need to carry them around with tissues 
or plastic. The better qualities come in a box.

 Pastel paper needs a textured surface. 
The pigment needs to stick to this rough 
paper. Smooth paper does not work well, 
but as I told you before, you are the one to 
decide what you want to work with. It is 
your way to put your mind on paper.

 Oil pastels and soft pastels do not go together. There are not so many colors 
available. You can mix them with turpentine, to create a drawing that looks like a 
watercolor. To achieve this, you first make 
your drawing. When you have finished, 
use a small brush and turpentine to smear 
the colors. We all used oil pastels when we 
were children. The effects are great and you 
surely remember the different colors under 
that black layer where you scratched with a 
sharp pen.

Session 4

Pastels

Pastel paper

Oil pastels
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 Pastels come in different grades, ranging from 0 to 8 (0 being the lightest and 
9 the darkest). Lighter tones are softer and contain more chalk. Dark colors are made 
with more pigment and are generally harder. 

 When you work with pastels, do not use an eraser. The pigment will penetrate 
the paper and create a glossy paper surface. The best way to remove pastel colors is 
to use a hard brush. Try and see the result.

Grades

Rubbing out pastels
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 Pen and ink are some of the oldest tools for expressing oneself on paper. Indian 
ink came from China, in blocks. Water is added to dissolve it. It works well on most 
surfaces. 

It is now available in small bottles, ready to use. 

 In the past, feathers were used for drawing. Today, there are many different 
pens, from dip pens, ballpoints and fiber tips to technical pens. Dip pens need to be 
dipped into ink over and over, but they can be used to express oneself freely. 
Ballpoint and fiber pens are mostly for writing and not suitable for drawing. 
Technical pens create consistent lines, ideal for diagrams and architectural drawings.

Session 5

Pen and ink
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 Let us look more closely at dip pens. There are various techniques for drawing 
with a pen, but this will be discussed in another course. 

 There are many techniques to master before you can draw with a pen. 
I love the pen technique very much, because it only uses black and white, gray being 
created merely by drawing thin lines.
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 We have seen that there are many kinds of papers and materials in the art 
stores. It is important to find out first which medium you like most. 
I know that there are many more media, but these will not be discussed in this course. 
The reason is that the described in this course is the most common one and relatively 
inexpensive.

 I know that painting, sculpture, woodcarving and airbrushing are also great 
media, but the investment before you can start, is great. 

 To learn the most important things in art, you need not spend a lot. 
Buying a sketchbook and some pencils is a good start. 
All great artists started with charcoal or pencil. These media constitute the basic tools 
of art. 
Even today, I make sketches on napkins or a scrap of paper. 
Sometimes, I wake up at night and quickly draw some lines on a small piece of paper. 
When I get up the morning, I have enough information and new ideas for some great 
new drawings. 

 What you now know about materials, is only the basics. 
If you want to know more, there are many books that describe all these materials 
extensively. You will find out, that after the basics, you go your own way. 
You will find the materials you need for your art. 
You take them with you to wherever you feel comfortable. 
You will find your own way. There are many different materials. 
There will always be new 
techniques and you will follow your own way with your own technique. I know that 
these basics are enough for you to find your way.

Conclusion
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 The best way to start, is with a pencil and some charcoal. You can do 
everything you need with these media, work in details or on large surfaces.
It is fast and you have everything on paper you need later. 
Take charcoal for example, and learn to draw with a few lines. 
Take HB, B or B1 pencils and draw all the details you want. 

 Sketchbooks come in many different sizes and they are perfect for your
drawings. Buy one small and one large format sketchbook.

Suggestions for buying, where to buy
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The only exercise in this course

Some important tips

 

 You know how to see and feel things. See things with your heart and mind and 
feel them. You have already made a few drawings without any technical information. 
These drawings are unique. Nobody told you what to see or what to feel. In the next 
course, I will give you the first technical information in drawing. 

 But first I want you to take your charcoal, your large sketchbook and draw 
some simple things you see around you, such as fruit, cans, boxes or chairs. 

 Later, you can take some more complex objects. Or take some magazine 
pictures or photographs and draw them. See and feel the lines. Create a masterpiece. 
The most important thing is that you see what you did wrong in these drawings. 
Just think: ‘Next time I will make a better drawing’. 

 I know the fear is over and that ‘I cannot draw’ no longer applies to you. 
Begin and see and feel your picture. Use your eyes. Your heart and soul will give your 
hands the order to draw. 

You will see that it works!  

 - Feel 4-years-old again, free from 
   any fears.
 - Avoid seeing things in a complex 
   way.
 - Put only a few lines on paper, 
    to make it simple.
 - Do not think: ‘This is terrible’.
 - Just think: ‘Better next time’!
 - Find out what you did wrong.
 - Keep in touch with your object, 
    dream of it, feel it.
 - Let your mind and feelings 
    become one and the rest will come by itself.



-1�-


