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Course 4 
Part 2

‘Pen and Ink’

A GOLDEN RULE:
DO NOT GIVE UP

Keep drawing from your heart and from your soul.
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 You have made some small drawings already.

 What we will do now, is to look around and
choose a small object, such as a chair or a table. 
Draw this object with a minimum of lines. 
Watch out, do not hold your pen in your hand too tightly. 
Take the same object and draw the same lines. 
This time, fill the object with more shade lines. 
Use these lines to add depth to your drawing. 
You can also add some lines to show what kind 
of material it is. 

 Take the same object, but now select a small 
detail. 
Draw this detail again, but this time using only dots. 
This technique enables you to see that you can create
lots of different surfaces. It is soft. 
This technique is perfect for nature and bird drawings.

Session 5

Simple line drawing

Exercise 5

Detailing 

Exercise 6
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We will now make another drawing 

Exercise 7

Below are some tips for drawing different objects

Still life

 This drawing will be a complete drawing with lines, shades and dots. 

 As you make your new drawing, you will see that pen and ink includes lots of 
different styles and most of these styles you can be combined in a single drawing. 
The drawing may contain details or consist of only a few lines. A sketch has few lines. 
Pen and ink is a perfect medium for sketching. 

 We have now made some drawings. 
You can see that drawing with 
pen and ink is going better and better. 

 It is the easiest object to draw. These objects stand still and they are usually 
nearby. The light often remains the same, 
which is another benefit. 

 Plants are more difficult, because there are
more details to draw. 
If you want to draw these details, do not go to 
extremes. 

 The best way to draw plants, is to select a 
detail of your plant.
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 Choose a plant. Draw a small detail of 
this plant. 
Make the first drawing only using lines. 
Then draw the same detail, but this time add 
shades, lines and dots. Use as much detail as 
possible.

 Take a piece of cloth, trouser/blouse, 
sneakers. Draw this object using only shades. 

 Drawing landscapes is making a free drawing. You can create a full drawing 
with just a few lines. Or you can use just a few lines or only shades, anything is 
possible. Landscape drawing is the best way to learn the technique of pen drawing.

Exercise 8

Exercise 9

Session 6

Drawing landscapes and plants
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 Here are some landscapes. Take a piece of paper and draw your own landscape 
on your paper. This is a good exercise to get the feeling of a looser pen technique.
You can make small mistakes. Nobody will see that and maybe it makes the 
composition more interesting. 

 If you want to draw something else, that is fine too, but first finish the drawing, 
because you have to get the feeling.

 
 This is definitely a bit more difficult, but still, easier than drawing humans. 
Drawing your pet is usually done in small lines for cats, dogs and birds. 
In the case of fish and other pets, I tend to use shades.

Exercise 10

Session 7

Drawing pets
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Exercise 11

Ink and brush

 Here are some examples. Draw your own pet, to get the grips with the different 
techniques. You probably feel that you are getting more comfortable with your pen and 
ink. Sometimes, you get your pen up and down, without the problem of it getting stuck 
in your paper.

 I now want to speak with you about combining pen and ink with brush.

 A good and quick way to make sketches. With a thicker pen, you draw some 
lines, which you then fill with ink. 

 You first need to get paper that is good for pen drawing, but also absorbs water. 
This paper would be one between hard-pressed paper and paper for aquarelle. 

 Here are some combinations. 

 Exercising this technique is like everything else in art: 
You have to do it.
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 Take a piece of paper and start. 
In the beginning, you can practice 
drawing the example.
First draw some guidelines, but not with 
pencil. Do it directly in ink. 

 Just do it, if the first one is not good enough, do not give up, but keep repeating 
it. Eventually, you will find the right lines. By drawing these etches from Rembrandt, 
you will get the feeling of how to use your pen. How to get the right lines for the job. 
It is always good to draw something over and over again. 
Practice is the key to all success. A professional baseball 
player or football player also has to practice every day, to 
get to the top and stay there. The same applies to your 
drawing.

  

 This is one of the most difficult objects. 
Whether you draw a detail of a human body or the 
whole person, you should feel, see and then know that 
person. You have to see where the problems will be in 
your drawing. First draw the hands, feet or a small 
detail (eyes). Think well and first set up some headlines 
with a pencil. Then continue with thin lines and focus 
on darker areas.

 As I have already said, make sure you always have a piece of cotton in your 
hand. You can use the cotton to dry your pen almost completely. The last remaining ink 
is enough to make small thin lines. Try this on some pieces of paper first. 
It is called ‘dry pen drawing’ and it is a perfect technique in a human body drawing.

Exercise 12

Session 8

Figure drawing

TIP
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 We continue by drawing the human face. The best way to learn is to take a 
photograph of a loved one, a friend and start with the nose. Yes, only the nose. 
Draw it with the dry pen technique.

 Do the same with the ears and the mouth. 

 Then we go to the eyes. Here we need more 
techniques: the line and dry techniques. These eyes 
need to be drawn more often, because you will see 
that the eyes are the most important parts of a human face.

Exercise 13
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 Now, you are ready to draw a complete face. First set up the small thin lines in 
pencil to get the right proportions. Having drawn these guidelines, we take a dry pen 
and draw the first thin lines of the eyes. Continue and finish both eyes. Proceed to the 
nose and then the mouth, ears and the very thin lines of shades around the face. 
The last thing you draw, is the hair. When you have finished everything, you need to 
make some small adjustments to complete the face and combine all different parts into 
a single face. 

 It is difficult, but you can only learn by practicing. Do this a few times and you 
will see that it will go faster and better every time. Drawing the human body is the 
same thing. Look at someone and see the lines, draw them.

 Always begin with the lighter parts and then focus on the darker ones. 
Remember that you cannot remove any lines! When drawing a human face, every line 
is another step towards the person as a whole. 

 For more free information, see my website http://www.johnbaselmans.com 
Go to the pages; ‘WIP’ (Work In Progress) and ‘Designing Portraits’.

TIP
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